Poker's popularity
Oklahoma trade online introduces
school ropes another addiction
in students from to students, 20

around the world, 5
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Oklahoma's new law
allowing children
of undocumented
workers to receive
in-state tuition
hasn't attracted
many takers, 3
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14-teens experience life as journalists for two wex

By Reneé Sefanders
Red Dirt Journal
OnJuly 10, 14 teenagers came ﬁomnnrﬁ. Vowm

ing to learn how to produce the best newspaper -
they could at the Oklahoma Institute for Di--

veisity in Journalism,

- Now, nearly two weeks later, they weqn cre-
mﬁ& a paper, learned the craft of journalism
wiiting and heard much abouc their future and
potential in the industry. They did all that with
professional instructors and new high-technol-
‘ogy facilities at the Gaylord College of Journal-
ism and Mass Communicaton,

“Journalism has a lot of opportunities. Thete
is 2 wider range of fields — it can involve tele-
vision, advertising and a lot of other things,”
said Monica Ruiz, an incoming QU freshman
who recendy mﬁmﬂuﬁ& from Chickasha High

 School.

2‘

'm majoring in hoﬁamrmsp and 1 want to
5 différent aspects of journalismi. Td like to

- -explore the field and see if Td vnmmn_. writing or

. .m.u_ﬁwEBm .
For some, OID] mieant being more open to

. niews writing or wanting to learn abont mﬁ dif-
| . ferent types of journalism. : :

“T used o think T only ﬂﬁﬁnm to Scnr.mom

. - "a miagazine but F've enjoyed this experience 5o

much thae T think that a career in news would

U he exciting as well,” Jenks High School senior

Malisa Morsman said.
The worlshop exposed some students t a

. realistic journalism séene for the first time, cre-

ating an' environrierit comparable to a news-

“i. room. OIDJ fellows had to call people for in-

tetviews and adhere to tight deadlines.

" “Ifsalot harder than I thought,” said Lyndsey

Carson, an American School senior. “There’s a

- lot of stress, but despite all of that, I love it even

»

more. :
Like Carson, other students encountered the
stress and difficulty of newspaper writing and

. they realized the style was not for them.

“The blinds have been lifted and I really
know what journalism is about,” said Blake
Hoss, a Bishop McGuinness graduate who will
enter OU in the fll.

“I used to think of journalism as romantic,
traveling all over the world. My picture of jour-
nalism was to go and talk to interesting people.
I now see that ir’s a lot of hard work and I defi-

]

nitely dont like the writing style.

Learning skills for life
Despite some changes of heart, fellows

learned skills that will help them in OnrmH as
-pects of life. ca
. Morsman said the workshop has rnru& rnn :
" become more open to different ideas. :

s

I have become more sensitive to people who
may not see eye to eye with.me on issues be-
cause | have to be fair in my artidle,” she said. “I
have to be concerned with how my source feels

»

so T can caprure the heart of the issue

Capturing the heart of the stor
starting place the past two “weeks.
shop included many classtoom s
taught how to talk to and intervie
Fellows learned that good journali
on the source and the interview.

“The interviews were really fun .
lowed me to gain a deeper insig}
people think and feel about impor
Morsman said. “T used to be scat
of interviews but now I wouldn’
journalist without them.”

Carson said these interviewing -
very helpful when dealing with
day-to-day basis. -

“Its made 'me tmore confider
“I'm now more.comfortable om in

I think that it won't only help me v

Jism but with making friends.”

Baxter Holmes, a QmﬁOb F
graduate entering the Gaylord C
fall, said the workshop has only
for journalism grow. Holmes sho
in journalism his junior year of hig]
began writing for thiée different lc
pets. Coming t6 OID} helped hir

‘this is his career of choice:

«

“I respect journalists a lot mor
kpow what they have to'do every s
a very complicated job,” Holies s

“This has excited me abour jour
look forward to being a journalist.




By Henvy Nguyen
Red Dirt Journal

Twao Oldzhoma sisters who came illegally to the United
States 10 years ago said being undocumented immigrants
had Lirtle effect on their fives untit they reached college.

The sisters traveled with their family to the 1.5, from
Mexico in 1995, wking a route by automobile through
Arizona.

“T love Mexico,” said Isis, the older sister. “It is where [
was bon, 1 love my people and my family, buc this is my
home”

Isis and Cynthia asked thar their last name not be used
to protect their identities, but both said they are glad wo
have the chance to go to college after graduating from high
school. :

During her senior year of high school, Tsis was asked to
speal to the Okiahoma Legislature in favor of a 2003 bill
allowing undocumented wotkers to atrend college.

She was able to take advantage of that law and is deciding
on a major while working on her basics.

Cynthia is still in high schaol and aspites to go to college
after graduaring to become a teacher.

“Bt risk at any tme”

Many undocumented immigrants are afraid to speals up.
“Ac risk at any time” is how Tsis describes the constant fear
of being exposad.

These undocurmented workers are taking jobs no one else
wanis to tzke,

“Working hard for their families and to better their lives,”
Isis said .

“In consuuction work, for every 10 Mexicans you see,
you see one American,” she said. “They are burning out in
the sur;, and they're not getting paid much money. They're
not taking the good jobs. They are taking the jobs thar they
can survive with.

In the U.S., undocumented workers cannot apply for
a driver’s license because it is too great of a risk of being
exposed, but they can get things like a bank account and
insurance using a matricula consular, a Mexican 1D.

Children of undocumented workers atiend school like
citizens as required by law and ‘supported by a Supreme
Court ruling - Plyler v. Doe — to educate all srudencs, This
ruling determined that every child no matter what status
has the right to a K-12 educarion.

In thar case, Texas withheld from local school disticts any
state funds for the education of children who wese not le-
gally admitted into the United States and authorized local
school districts to deny enrollment to such children.

The Supreme Court ruled June 15, 1982, that this vio-
Iates the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment.

Children of undocumented wotkets do not necessarily
have the same status as their parents. They could be citizens
if they were born in the U.S., for instance.

If the child was born in another country and then immi-
grated to the U.S,, then they are yndocumented, bur if the
parent immigrated to the U.S, before the child was born,
then the child is a U.S. citizen. -

hoto by Henry Nguyen, Red Dirt Journal

Cynthia and Isis, sisters that immigrated to the United States with their family in 1995, live in fear of being exposed and deported.

T give children of undocumented workers that were born
abroad a chance for a secondary education, Oldahoma law-
miakers passed Oldahoma Statutes, Tite 70, Section 3242,
which enables children born abroad to attend college pay-
ing in-state tuition and to receive stare financial aid.

Oklahoma has not been the only state to create a law en-
abling undocumented students to receive in-state tuition.
Since 2001, many states have enacted similar laws, with
California and Texas being the first, followed by llinois,
Kansas and Washinggon. o

To receive these benefits, the student must have gradu-
ated from a public or private high school or have received a
GED after living with a parent or legal guardian for at least
two years in the state. The stadent must satisfy admissions
standards detetmined by the Oklahoma Stare Regents for
Higher Educartion and file an affidavit with the institation
declaring the disposition of their application for legal citi-
zenship.

Few benefit from law so far

Armando Pefa, the ditector for Student Preparation Pro-

grams at the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educa-
tion, estimated fewer than 200 people have benefited from
this law.

Pefia said the law has not created a large increase in en-
rollment of undocumented students because people do not
know abour the law or eligible students are too scared to risk
being exposed. I exposed, the undocumented immigrant
runs the risk of being deported.

The National Conference of State Legislatures said the
texror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, convinced some state leg-

islacors zo introduce bills to prohibit in-state wition for for-
cign students or to exclude all undocumented students from
artending a public college or university.

‘They believe that allowing in-state tuidon during tough
economic tines will take away opporaenities from U.S citi-
zens and legal immigrants.

Common perspectives on undocumented immigrants are
they do not pay taxes and they send their children to public
schools at the expense of citizen taxpayers.

“The public tends to ignore that they do pay taxes.” Pefa
said. “They certainly pay sales tax. Many are able 1o buy
property; and they have to pay property tax, and some pay
mcome tax,

A recent study by Bear Stearns Asset Management esti-
miated there could be as many as 20 million undocumented
immigrants throughout the Unired Stares,

There are between 55,000 and 85,000 undocumented
immigrants residing in Oklaboma, according to the July 18
edition of Business Week and Pew Rescarch Center.

In the United States, many major companies favor illegal
immigrants because they add 700,000 new consumers to
the economy every year, Business Week reported.

Inthe U.S., 84 percent of these illegal immigrants are be-

tween 18 and 44 years old, which are the prime spending
years for consumers, according to the Pew Rescarch Center.
This adds a farge number of customers for the nationwide
corpanies because only 60 percent of legal immigrants are
in this age group. .

Because of all the obstacles Isis and Cynthia have faced,
they are acurely aware of the opportunities they see squan-
dered around them, .

Isis said Americans are abusing their opportunities.

“They have opportunities to go to college, to get all this
money, and all this stuff they're able to do,” she said. “They
dont want ta finish high school or college. They just want
to go work at McDonald's.

“They take it for granted, if they could switch a day with
one of us, if they could see what we had to go through, Fm
sure they would appreciate what they have.”

£

Henry Nguyen
Northeast Academy

Henry Nguyen, 17, was the
only junior to graduate from
Northeast Academy this vear.
The Oklahoma City native
loves to play tennis and was
a mermber of the varsity team
for two years and participated
in the state tennis touma-
ment. He lives with his
mom, dad, two siséers and
two dogs.

One of Nguyen's favorice
hobbies is traveling, His
tavorite book is “Blink,” by
Malcolm Gladwell. Though
he loves to listen to various
genres of tausic, one of his fa-
vorite singers is Josh Groban.

Nguyen graduated wirth a
3.4 grade-point average, was
a member of the Asian Club
and Mu Alpha Theta, and he
also received third place at the
State Business Professionals
of America competition and
artended nadonals in April.

He looks forward to next-
year when he will live in
Krefeld, Germany, learning
about Gettnanic culture. Af
ter returning, Nguyen hopes
to attend the University of
Olklzhoma, where he warnts
to study to biochemistry or
journalism.

— Ruchy Sharda
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Ruchy Sharda

Stillwater High School
Ruchy Sharda, 17, of
Stiltwater was a 2005 valedic-
torian graduare of Stillwater
High School with a 4.086
grade-point average. She is a
person of many great attri-
butes, one being that she has
spent 14 years dancing and
eight years doing gymnastics.
She has a 21-year-old brother
in collepe and currently fives
with her parenies and “fishies.”

In the fall, she will attend

the University of Texas and
plans to major in journalism.
She was the vice president of
the National Honor Society;
editor of the schoof newspa-
per; senior class secretary, and
student council secretary. She
is an aspiring journalist and

* wants to work for a magaine.

Her favorite books are

the Harry Potrer series,
by J.KC Rowling, and her
favorite movies are “Elf” and
“Dodgeball.” Her favorite
restaurant is McAlister’s.
The show she loves most is
the “Gilmore Girls.” On the
weekend she loves to “just
hang out.” She said, “Theres
nothing to do in Stillwater
except for bowling and the

new indoor miri golf”

— By Henvy Nguyen

By Richy Sharda
Red Dirt Journal - :

Is a gift that keeps on giving, and it's yours for the tak-
ing,

A new program at the Cleveland County Family YMCA
airds to help minority students in local high schools take
steps toward success in collepe and later in their careers.

The YMCA Minority Achievers Program, based at the ¥
at 1801 Halley Ave., is accepting applications through the
surnrmer in preparadon for its Seprember launch.

Donnette Brown, the Y's youth and teen director who
is running Minority Achievers, said she learned about such
profects at a training session in Atfanta in 2004.

According to the National Clearinghouse on Families
and Youth, Quentin Mease created the first program of the
kind, called Black Achievers, at a Houston YMCA in 1967 -
After noticing that program, Leo B. Marsh began a Black
Achievers Program at a YMCA in Harlem, N'Y,, in 1971.
Since then, many YMCAs across the nadon have stareed
similar programs. .

Brown said she found few programs in Cleveland County
to help minority high school students prepare for college or
choose a career field. Asa result, she began Minority Achiev-
ers to serve all racial proups, hoping it would get mere stu-
dents involved.

Census  figures show that Cleveland County, like -

Oklahoma overall, is heavily white. According to the 2000
Census, 3.6 percent of the county’s residents are African
American, 4.4 percent are American Indian or Alaska Na-
dve, 2.8 percent are Asian, and 4.0 percent are Hispanic or
Latino.

“The YMCA embraces diversity. this program will help

minorities in Norman get the extra push that they need,”
Brown said. “T'm feally excited because this is the first year
for the program. Anything we can do to help minority kids

is a great achiévement.”

Easy to take part -

Getting involved with Minority Achievers is simple and
costs nothing. Before summer arrived, the Y sent bro-
chures and applications to aboui 780 students at Norman
and Norman North high schools. All who apply from the
county will be accepted, Brown said, and a few already have
responded. The deadline is in August, but Brown plans to
recruit at high schools as soon as classes resume in the fall.

Rachel Bradley, who will be a junior at Norman North,
was one of the program’s first applicants. Bradley, who is half
Caucasian and half African American, said she thought the
program would help her meet people, get more involved
with the community and win scholarships.

Another rising senior at Norman North, Hassan Karim,

Local Y's Minority Achievers accepting students for fall launc

said he applied when he saw the brochures that s
program could boost people who want to pursue a
cal career.

Making a difference

Brown, who works with seven fellow board me
said the Y is courting area corporations to provide n
to steer students down the right pachs to their prof
goals.

Students and mentors will meet at least one wee
month, with mentoss contributing at feast 40 hous
Minority Achievers also will help the students find
for college, and Brown says the goal is to evenrually
scholarships directdly from the program.

Anthony Francisco, the city of Norman’s chief fi
officer, is 2 member of the Ys board and Minerity -
ers treasuter, said mentoring can have a profound in
on students.

“The importance of mentors is to get the chik
understand what is invelved with various careers,” |
“and to fer the students know that they can be sug
when they grow up.”

Research supports Franciscos statement.

“The mentoring of youth by adults is one of th
promising program approaches intended to promo
tdve youth outcornes,” said a report by Susan Jekielel
tin A. Moore and Elizabeth C. Hair published in 2
the Edna McConnell Clark Foundarion.

“Warm and close relationships with caring aduls,
vision, and positive role models are the common re
and investments...that mentoting interventions cor
to youth development.”

By Baxter Holmes
Red Dirt Journai

Felipe Armaza Arce bad a Jot ahead of
him in Norman.

Coming from La Paz, Bolivia, Arce was
about to attend a university a hemisphere
away in a city nothing like his own.

But the OU Cousins program helped
him adjust to life in America as well as life at
the University of Oklahoma.

An international business major, Arce has
been in Norman for eight mornths and plans
to carn an MBA while gaining experience in
business before starting his own company
either in America or Bolivia.

“The community is very nice and the
university is very helpful to foreigners,” Fe-
lipe Armara Arce said. “In classes, they treat
everyone the same, and I don’ receive any
special treatment or am given any points.”

Aurelie Sauter, an engineeting major from
Clermont, France working on her masters,
alsa felt that QU has worked hard to make
international students feel at home.

“International students here ate well-
treared, teachers are always answering all the
questions and speaking slower to students
to help us,” Saurer said. .

All OU Cousins are given the opportu-
nity to live with a family if they choose to,
but mote often than not, they chose to live
in university apartments. Most stayed in
Yorkshire apartments undl they were closed
for demolition earlier this year.

Arce said most students will live in Tradi-
tion Square being built south of the College
of Law and west of Kraerti apartments and
that it will be sather expensive.

“A lot of international stadents live there
because it’s convenient and the transporta-
ton is easy;,” said Sauter, who has been in
Norman for about 11 months.

She said that the engineering school at
OU was a2 major factor in her choosing
a university. Sauter plans to get a job in
America because of the poor job situation
in France, but moving back is an option if
she cannot find work in the states.

Arce said one of his bipgest challenges was
adjusting to American food.

“Living whete I lived, I was used w0 a
maid and having brealdast, lunch and
dinner prepared for me,” he said. “T know
that sounds kind of spoiled, but that’s fust
how it was. I've had to adjust from eating
a lot of healthy; hot food to catirig a lot of

“The community is very

nice and the university is
very helpful to foreigners. In
classes, they treat everyone
the same, and | don't receive
any special treatment or am
given any points.”

Felipe Armaza Arce, OU Cousins and
international business major from Bolivia

the American fast food, which is not that
healihy”

Sauter agreed.

“The food is very different here. In France,
it’s very diverse,” she said. “Here, it’s all the
same. Here, people drink lots of pop and
there is not much healthy food.”

Arce said the program has helped him.

“The first thing is language,” he said.
“They help you improve your English and
learn new languages. They afso have helped
me become independent because Pm living
by myself, cooking my own food and just

deing my own things.” -
The OU Cousins program was formed, -

in 1995 after Molly Shi Boren, wife of OU
President David L. Boren, was disappointed

to find that foreign studenss did not |
they had experienced America.

The Borens decided to create a o
tee that became OU Cousins, wh
been in existence for eight years. Sine
it has created international friendst
hundseds of foreign students.

OV Cousins participates with 1
versities in 66 countries and has abou
international students from more th
countries. OU will send students t«
every country, unless the U.S. State ]
ment issues a safety alert restricting
I£, for example, OV receives a safes
sory from the state department v
them abour Colombia, they will n
students there.

“It is a very special program,” saic
C. Audas, director of education abi
international scudent services.

“A lot of international students wo
be a part of the 21 international or
dons and not get involved in campu
ties,” Audas said.

“Now, several internadonal stude
their OU Cousins to come home
countries for the holidays. It’s just
program for creating friendships.”
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Mark Lally, a far-
rier student from
Montang, heads
the horse whils
Derek Disch, a
stuclant from
Prescot, Ariz.,
trims the hoof at
the Oklahorna
Horseshoaing
School. Instructor
Toramy Rodden
(right} shapes a
herseshoe.

Purcell school has been
training farriers for 32 years

By Sercena Caldwelt
fied Dirt Journal

A July day in Cklahoma may noet seem
that hot to Jan Put. The Netherlands native
traveled more than 4,000 miles to work in
130-degtee heat inside a horse barn.

He is one of about 300 people this year
who will attend the Oldahoma Horseshoe-
ing School.

"The school, located in Purcell, was estab-
lished in 1973. It is one of the few in the
country thar teaches people the trade of
becoming a farrier — a person who shoes
horses, mules and donkeys. The school’s
brochure says a professional in the field can
earnt $200 to $300 a day.

Some students come to build a career

while others just want to take care of their
own animals. A 'farrier usually charges $65
for shoeing a horse and $25 for 2 hoof
trim.
Students come from all over the world
to take part in what the school has to offer,
said Rosie Resendiz, the school’s manager.
Students have come from Belgium, Spain
and Australia.

They can choose from. two-week, eight-
week or 15-week sessions where they can
learn anything from the basics of the job
to the complete set of skills. Though most
states do not require cerdfication, many

cormne for the training,

On a muggy Thursday morning after a
heavy rain in McClain County; students
were at work in the Jong reddish barn filled
with stalls, horses and hot ovens. This bam
is the students’ classroom.

“It’s very, very hard work,” Put said, drip-
ping in sweat. The temperature rises well
above 100 degrees in the summer, yet far-
riers typically wear gloves, long sleeves and
even leather chaps for protection from the
bot metal and irtitable animals.

Peunding out the job

Student Deereke Disch stood near a large
white mule’s right hindquarter with his back
toward the mule’s head. He bent down and
squeezed near the animal’s ankle. The mule
gave in to the pressure and allowed Disch
10 pick up the hoof and cradle it between
his thighs. Disch then mimmed the hoof
dowm to about five inches, preparing it to
be shod.

immediacely after wimiming, Disch ser a
horseshoe the size of a dinner plate in the
hot oven. He then placed this hot orange
steel horseshoe onto the mule’s hind hoof
Because there is no feeling in the hooves of
horses and mules, the animal doesnt flinch.
He finished the job by thythmically pound-
ing multiple nails into the mule’s hoof.

Disch came from Prescott, Ariz., to learn

LT
Photo by Jacky Lee, Red Dirt Journal

Gilberto Castro of Jourdanton, Texas, fits a hot shoeto a
horse. Castro has been a studying for 10 weeks at the Okla-

homa Horseshoeing School.

the horseshoeing trade and said he hopes to
find a good job in Napa Valley; Calif,

Resendiz pointed our that only working
horses need shoes. Horses that spend their
days grazing in a pasture may need a farrier
from time to time to trim their hooves, but
they can go unshod.

Active horses are shod, or shoed, every
six 1o eight weeks to ensure hoof protec-
ton. Without shoes, hooves can get dam-
aged and cause 2 horse to go lame. Horses’
hooves are the driving force behind their
productivity:

This private school, owned by veterinar-
ian Jack Roth, operates year round. Classes
begin each Monday at 7 a.m., allowing new
students to begin at any time.

Roth started shoeing horses to pay for his
college. He opened the school to continue
to educate those interested in horseshoeing
and horse care.

James W. Bailey, a horse embryo tansfer
specialist whose ranch is near the school,
said horses have to wear shoes just like
people do.

“No foot, no horse,” wm,&mw' said.

Serzana Caldweell
Edmond Sania Fe
High Schoaol

Sereena Caldwell, 13,
graduaied from Edmond
Sante Fe High School with 2
33 m.Hmmn;@om.a average and

" will be artending Oklahoma

City University this fali after
winning the Clara Luper
Scholarship.

Caldwell hopes to major
in broadcast journatism with
a minor in culinary arts, but
also would love to be a NBA
analyst.

Bom in Oklahoma City,
Caldwell says thar the most
influential person in her life is
her father because he taught
her to never give up.

She enjoys playing basket-
ball, rooting for the Detroit
Pistons, being the captain of
ber Amateur Achletic Union
tearmn, and eating her father’s
Mexican casserole after com-
ing home from the Church of
Emmanuel Tabernacle.

She is also fond of choco-
lace chip cookie dough ice
cream, cold peach Nehi, and
good romance novels. Her
favorite music is R&B, neo-
soul, rap, and she loves listen-

ing to Music Soul Child.

— By Baxter Helmes
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#alisa Morsman
Jenks High School

Although Malisa Mozsman
loves to be unpredictable and
is ready for any challenge, the
Jenks native is deeply rooted
in her family and faith.

Since joining her high
school newspaper, the
Jenks Trofan Torch, in 2003,
Morsman has proven to be a
talented writer. She will finish
her senior year as editor-in-
chief while continuing to
write for the Tulsa World Sat-
ellite section for the second
year in a 10w,

In addition to journalism,
Morsman is a member of
student council, National
Honer Seciety and Clarist
Presbyterian Church youth
group. She takes great pride
in recenty learning to drive a
stick shif.

Morsman hopes to attend
the University of Oklahoma
and eventually become an
editor at Vogue Magazine.

— By Reneé Selandars

By Malisa Morsman
Red Dirt Jeurnal

A crowded room of onlookers waited anx-
iously ar the July 7 Talsa city board meeting
10 hear"the vote on a proposed creationism
display at the Tulsa Zpao. The board reversed
an earlier decision to feature the display
designed to counteract an elephant exhibit
that included a fact abour Hinduism.

Eighty years earlier, another crowded
room anticipated the verdict of the John
Scopes tial, which found the high school
science teacher guilty of teaching evolution,
suggesting that humans and monkeys de-
scended from the same primal ancestor.

Although the focus may have shified from
the monkey to the efephant, the controversy
about creation continues to create conflict
among scientists, school boards, religious
leaders and students caught in the crossfire.

Most scientists accept evolution — the
scientific theory that life began in one form
and developed into many others over mil-
lennia — as a valid explanarion of the physi-
cal world.

However, a movement of people of faith
— induding some scientsts and primarily
Christian refigious acrivists — proposes an
alternative theory: intelligent design, which
says thar evidence in nature suggests a di-
vine cause for the origin of the world.

In a November 2004 Gallup poll, Ameri-
cans were evenly split between those who
said sufficient evidence supports the theory
of ¢volution and those who said it does
not,

However, 76 percent of respondents to a
March 2005 Gallup poll said they would
not be upset if public schools taught in-
telligent design or creationism along with

-evolution.

Philosophy or science :

Proponents of intelligent design say itis a
legicimate scientific theory and thar treating
it as such in public school dasstooms would
not violate the separation of church and
state. Many, however, dismiss intelligent de-
sign as a strategically designed argument for
biblical creationism.

“Its philosophy; not science,” said David
Nagle, a botarry and microbiology professor
at the University of Oklahoma. Nagle said
that intelligent design and evoludion were
two different systems, not competing ideas.

“T dont see the threat in evolution ag all. 1
think it malkes the creator that much more
wonderful. Fvolution does not involve
God, bur that does not mean God does not
exdst.”

Susan Barber, a biology professor at Okla-
homa City University, agreed.

“The nonscience world has a very differ-
ent view of the word ‘theory’ than the sci-
ence world,” she said. “Theories in science

Comments on intelligent design

Educators, politicians and refigious leaders have different perspectives on the
idea of intelligent design and whetherit should be taught in public schools.

“W¢'s entirely appropriate to offer intel-
figent design as a scientific theory in
public schools ... it ought to be pre-
‘sented so students have exposure to
competing ideas.”

“It's not really the idea that you can’t
teach intelligent design; it's the fact of
where it's taught.”

- To believe that it [intelligent design]
should be taught in public schools
crosses a very sacred fine for me, which

is separation of church and state.”
Rabbi Steven Kirschner, director of the University of
Oklahoma's Hillel Jewish student center

“1 don't see the threat in evolution at
all, I think it makes the creator that
much more wonderful. Evolution does
not involve God, but that does not

mean God does not exist.”
David Nagle, a botany and microbiology

Rep. Thad Balkman, R-Norman

Susan Barber, a biology professor
at Oklahoma City University

professor at the University of Oklahoma

have large bodies of evidence to suppors
them. It's not really the idea that you cant
teach intelligenc design; it’s the fact of where
it’s taught.”

She said intelligent design should be left
to religion or philosophy classes.

Edmond North junior Chenoa Barker,
however, said she would like her science
classes to include both ideas.

“Schools can still maintain separation of
church and state because they are not fore-
ing students to accept this idea of intelligent

design,” she said. “Tr is the school’s responsi-
bility to give all information to swdents to
let them decide for themselves what they
believe as fact.”

Pamela Airinggon, a biology and zoology
teacher at Norman High School, said the
Oldahoma high school science curriculum
does not require teachers to teach evolution.

She mentions Darwinism when she talks

about adaptation and development of spe<
cies, as the curriculum does require. ;

She said students’ reactions to her Gnmmwm

Proposed teachings on alternatives to evolution stir debate

nations of Darwinism are mixed.

“I have had some students who have p
icled,” she said. “T try vo pur them ar eas
tell them all 'm trying to do is help them
informed and that waylays any fear”

Airington said that she would feel 1
comforiable teaching intelligent design
a classroom to students who may hold :
number of religious and scientific opinic

‘She said she could have seven or cight 1

gions represented in any given class.
“That would be infringing on. their c
stitutional righss,” she said.

Separation of church, state

While some politicians say an intellig
design curricufum violates separation
church and state, others find a lesson |
with evolution and intelligent design to
good way to present equally valid views,

“Is entirely approptiate to offer int
gent design as a sclentific theory in pu
schools,” said Rep. Thad Balkman, R-D
man. “T think it ought te be presentec
students have exposure to competing id
1 donft see that thete are any church/sag
sues” -

Fven so, some religious leaders said 1
do not believe intelligent design shoulc
taught in science classes.

Rabbi Steven Kirschner, director of C
Hillel Jewish student center, said he beli
in a creator, but that a rligious idea
intelligent design has no place in a pu
science classroom.

“To believe that it should be taugh
public schools crosses a very sacred line
me, which is separation of church and st
he said. “T don’t think that the people -
want both taught are ready to compron
at all. 1 believe that if they get their foc
ihe door, they want ta boot evolution o

Inrelligent design advocates said, how
that they are willing to compromise o
issue and have no hidden agendas,

“Because our public education has |
teaching evolution for as long as it h
don't think that our schools should
teaching it, [but] I think ifs importan
students to be given the option w
whar both sides are presenting,” said ]
Martin, youth miniscer at First Ba
Church of Norman.

He said the issue requires a scientific
cussion, not a religious one.

“It becornes this debate between rel

and science, but it doesi’t have to be,” |
tin said. “It can be a debate between sci
and science. God is the eriginator of
ence”
Whether the animal in queston isa s
key or an elephant, the controversy ov
telligent design is both an inrellectual
an emotional topic — one that may nev
resolved in a faboratory,
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By Jacky Lee
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Jessica Gramley is carefuf about what
books her children read.

The 28-year-old mother of two said if a
childrer's book is not age appropriate, then
it should be censored by putting it in the
adult section. “1 would definitely check
it out first,” Gramley said. “I degt have a
problem with i.”

In Oklahoma, censorship of books has
become an issue in schools and libraries.

On May 9, the Oklahoma House passed
a nonbinding resolirtion, proposed by state
Rep. Sally Kern, R-Oklahoma City, asking
public libraries to relocate age-inappropri-
ate children’s books, induding homosexual
themes, to adult exclusive areas.

Libraries do not have to comply buc
funding may be cut if they choose not o
mave the books.

Kern's resoludon was prompted by a
complaint from a constiruent over “King &
King,” a book that tells the story of a prince
who falls in love with another prince.

State Rep. Glen Bud Smithson, D-Salki-
saw, one of three representatives who voted
against the resolution, said school and li-
brary ofhcials are all capable of selecting
books to offer.

“T think we need to leave parentdng to
schools and parents,” he said.

Recent polls indicate thar Kernis resolu-
tion has broad support across Oklahoma.
Eighty-eight percent of voters in Oklahoma
agree that books like “King & King” should
be restricted to adult readers who can decide
whether or not to let their children read it.

Shirley Godwin, 78, from Norman, said
she is “against censorship in the United
States, but on the other hand, in the past,
we've had such controversial subjects so ac-
cessible to kids” Cutrently, the controver-
stal issue is homosexual themed books, but
Godwin said she remembers when single
parent farnilies were not the notm. ,

However, Robert Booth, 30, from Nor-
man said he is against library censorship. “I
really think it’s the parents’ responsibility to
supervise what kids are reading,” he said.

The American Library Association de-
fmes intellectual freedom as the right of ev-
ery person to have all types of irformation
to view without restriction. Censership in-
volves changing the access of material based
on the content of wotk.

Judith Krug, director of the ALAs OF
fice for Intellectual Freedom, said about
11 percent of the population self-identifies
themselves as being gay or homosexual, not
including those “in the closet.”

“This is a part of our population and
whether individuals like it or not, it’s a part
of our soclety;” she said.

Many books across the country have been
banned or censored for sexual consent, of-

Reps ask that children's book be moved to adult section

Red Dirt lournal

Photo by Sereena Caldw
Norman Librarian Jenny Stennis stands among the stacks of the Norman Public Library. Stennis has been a librarian for 15 years.

fensive fanguage and racism. Some of the
most banned books in the country include
“The Adventures of Hucklebetry Finn,” “Of
Mice and Men” and “The Color Purple”
according to “Banned in the USA.”

Some books are censored when offi-
cials decide that the number of challenges
against it exceeds the educational value.
Some schools decide not to even order the

book in the first place.

Choosing library books is not easy

School libraties have a very detailed pro-
cess of sending challenges on books and is-
sues To a committee, and there it is reviewed,
said Charles Davis, the executive director of
National Freedom of Information Coali-
ton. Although public libraries are public
institutions, the selection process is not that
different from schools, he said.

“A lot of censorship happens informally,
Davis said.

When a book is controversial, it can either
be moved to another section of the library,
or a parent can ask for an alternative, Davis
said, and there is a frequent occurrence of li-
braries finding “good reasons” not to display
certain books.

“1 find the idea of book censoring so me-
dieval,” Diavis said, noting that even if con-
iroversial issues are put away, social issues are

]

still going to be there.

“King & King” is not in the Norman
Public Library because, according to Jenny
Stenis, coordinator of the fibrarys Center
for Childrens Services, “it wasnt well re-
viewed or well illustrated.”

She said the library uses book reviews, like
the Kirkus Reviews, and journals, to make
their selections.

'The Meuopolitan Library System in
Oklahoma City carries nine copies of “King
& King” spread throughout the branches in
the systern.

"The book is classified as “easy read” in the
Children’s section, said Executive Director
Donna Morris.

In Match, a member of the Family Policy
Council, a parent and Kern asked the li-
brary commission to move the book to the
adult collection.

The commission asked the library staff to
research, theé issue and is scheduled ro meer
next month to discuss whether the book
will be moved, Morris said.

Morris said it is the parents’ obligation
w0 set values for cheir families for movies,
books or video games, and it is the library’s
responsibility to provide materials for what
people want and need.

“Irs a parents responsibility to parent
their children,” Morris said. :

Jacky Lee
The Oakridge School

Vivacious and ourgoing,
Jacqueline “Jacky” Lee, 18,
is always laughing. A recent
graduate of The Oakridge
School in Arlington, Texas,
she will attend the University
of Oldahoma this fall where
she will major in broadcast
journalism. Lee, who enjoys
acting and playing volleyball,
was born in Fort Worth, and
grew up as a single child in
Arlington.

When not quoting movies
such as “Anchorman,” or
warching “Sex and the City,”
Lee can usually be found
driving her 2002 BMW Z4
to and from one of her favor-
ite stores, such as Nordstrom.

In preparation for life on
her own, Lee recently learned
how to cook.

“My furst meal was spa-
gheri,” Lee said. Her favorite
dishes to cook, however, al-
ways contain chocolate, From
chocolate cake to chocolate,
chip cookies, Lee is obsessed
with chocolate.

— By Blake Hoss
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Reneé Selanders
Edmond North
High School

An Edmond resident but
a Texan at heart, Reneé Se-
landers is always on the go.

'The Edmond North junior
is a National Honer Seciety
representative and member
of Key Club, Spanish Club
and Multicultural Club. She
is also junior class treasurer,
page editor and staff writer
for the Edmond North Rudf
Diraft, a hostess at Chales-
tosts and a talented dancer.

When she isot busy with
school or work, Selanders en-
joys traveling. When she was
14, she went on a three-week
trip o the United Kingdom
and Ireland, which she
recounts as the most exciting
experience of her life.

She is an active volunteer at
Coffee Creek Riding Center,
which offers mobility therapy
to disabled children through
interaction with horses.

“It’s very rewarding to sce
the kids improve,” she said.

Above all, Selanders values
her family, faith and educa-
tion as the most important
aspects of her life,

— By Malisa Morsman

Familiesand
schools see
the effects of

By Rened Selanders
Red Dirt Journal

All over Oklahoma, people from every
walk of life have been leaving their jobs and
families for a common purpose — @ go into
combat ovetseas.

Bur for every person who goes away, a
desk at work or a seat at the dinner table
is left empry.

When family members are involved, the
iniciative to go inte the military and the
possibility of being deployed can be emo-
tionally trying. For Penny Forth, dealing
with her sons multiple deployments has
been tough.

“The holidays in November and Decem-
ber were so intense for me and his family
and his sister because we knew he was leay-
ing for a year to a year and a half” Forth
said. “We knew that we would miss him
terribly”

Aaron Forth, 26, was deployed for the
second dme in January. Staying in touch

has not been difficule. Penny and Aaron

Forth exchange many letters, e-mails and
phone calls. She also sends him care pack-
ages frequently.

However, she still struggles with-his ab-
sence,

“Having him halfway around the word
is somewhat difficult on me because T don't
have as much contact, but it really makes all
of the past 26 years so special that [ can't put
it into words. He is a wonderful person,”
she said. “T miss Aaron very much.”

Her two granddaughrers are also trying vo
get used to their father’s deployment.

“His daughters have had the bardest time
with it, but they talk to daddy on the phone
when he calls,” she said. “That scems to
keep them grounded.” .

Penny Forth said she finds consolation in
visiting with her daughter, grandchildsen
and daughter-in-law often, bur also receives
help from the Blue Star Mother's Oklahoma
Group, an organization tha offers support
to mons who have or have had children
deployed.

“T had a really hard time with this second
deployment and they were supportive and
got me involved with taking an office and
going out on mote events and fundraisers.
Staying busy helps,” she said.

Institutions other than families are also
affected by the rapid deployment process.
For Santa Fe Souch High School, a sudden

deployment this past spring meant the loss

Phota by Reneé Selanders, Red Dirt Jos

Chris Brewster, Santa Fe South High School Principal, seid he was prepared the deployment of Teri Coles, a math teacher at his school. Despite the preparat
some students struggled to adapt to their teacher’s absence, :

of Teri Coles, an excellent, trusted math
teacher and an influential faculty member,
Principal Chris Brewster said. .

Coles is a lieurenant colonel in the Army
Reserve. She had been in taining during
the fall of the fisst semester in 2004 and was
notified of her deployment in March.

“We knew with the situation being what it
was and with her rank and her importance,
mobilization for Teri was a probabifity and
could vireually take plice at any fime so we
weren' certain that would happen,” Brews-
ter said. “But we were prepared for ic”

Coles' students, however, were not pre-
pared for such a sudden change. Although
they were all aware of her importance in the
reserve, some of Coles’ pupils struggled with
the facr that their teacher would be abruptly
taken away from them, They were also con-
cerned with her well being, Brewster said.

“I think the kids were affected by it be-
cause of the unknown and not knowing
what was going to happen to Ms. Coles,”
he said.

Despite the emotionally trying transition,

most students continued to progress with

“Families consisting of separation of
parent-child relationships are very
affected by separation, and young
members might not have as much life
experience with separation. They may
need counseling to provide assurance
of a reunion.”

Chaplain Lt. Col. Gary Brooks,
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma City

their smdies in Coles’ dasses, due in pare
to her excellent planning and preparation,
Brewster said, and a group of faculty men-
tors also helped the replacernent teacher.

Even so, some students felt the change in
teaching merhods conribured to struggles
in the dassroom.

“She helped a lot of students and she was
doing well teaching,” said senior Donna
Flotes. “When. she left, it was difficult. It
puc me behind in school work. T was also
part of her advisory class and we were all
shocked when she left. [ was scared for her
safety”

Coles’ departure had an impact in other
ways.

“We wete in the process of considering
Ms. Coles for some administrative duties or
increased duties within the school itself, so
it kind of threw us for a loop as far as scarch-
ing out our assistant principal pool or other
positions,” Brewster said.

Even though Brewster was Jeft with other
decisions to make regarding replacements
and new candidates for jobs, he likes hir-
ing those in the armed forces because of the

positive influence they provide for swde
in the school.

Chaplain Lt. Col. Gary Brooks ar Tin

_Air Foree Base, outside Oklahoma City;

scen the effects of war on families and ir
vidual soldiers while offering counseling

“When couples are separated by depl
ment magnitude, any problems in a o
riage are greatly compounded,” Brooks s
“When dealing with marriages and com
sations over the telephone or e-mail, depl
ment greatly stresses and tries marriages.

Not only can marrages suffer, but
dren may also struggle as they adjust o
ing without one parent, Brooks said.

“Families consisting of separation of |
ent-child relationships are very affected
separation, and young members might
have as much life experience with sep
don,” he said.

“They may need counseling to provids
surance of a reunion.” .

Brooks said he also sees other scena
in which marriages and families do we
coping with such an enormous change.

“Some families are much beter adju
in reladonships when they go intwo dep
ment. Those who have more life experis
are not affected as deeply and they have
more expetience with adjusting to dep
ment,” he said.

Despite the difficult dmes, Penny E
said she has come to terms with her
time away.

“T feel we are doing fairly well at this 1
by staying busy, good communication
support of each other,” Penny Forth sai
keep focused on him coming home in J;
ary 2006.”
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No Child Left Behind gives recruiters additional access

By Jamie Gonzalez
Red Dirt Journal

Standing tall, Joe Crawford said he is proud to have served
his countey if only briefly.

“I wanted to do something for my country,” said Craw-
ford, 19, who after graduating high school went to the
Marines Corps. After basic training he had an accident that
left him withour his right index finger. Crawford received a
medical discharge.

Crawford is the type of person military officials like to
recruit. A provision in the No Child Left Behind Act has
made it easier for the military to reach potential high school
recruits. However, the often-overlooked provision is not
supported by some students and parents.

Congress passed the act in 2001 in'an effort o strengthen
secondaty education. The controversial provision requires
high school officials to grant access to milieary recruiters and
provide student contact information. .

Trey Maddox, a 17-year-old attending Norman High
School, said he has no interest in being in the military. Stll,
he said he gets calls, letters and pamphlets from the Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marines,

“T only took the ASVAB (Armed Forces Vocational Apti-
tude Battery) because it gave me preparation for the ACT”
Maddox said.

Teking the test, of coutse, alerts the military to a potential
mo.—&mﬁ

While some high school students have ne enthusiasm for
being recruited, there are others who do not mind having

the military at their schools.

Ana Long, Norman North High School student, said she
is considering joining the Air Force even though she has not
been recruited. She said she wants to play the French horn
for the Air Force band. -~ .

Long said she is not afraid of being deployed to the Mid-
dle East. .

Some parents are concerned about having military re-
cruiters on high school campuses.

Deann Minst of Altus, who has a daughter in the 11ch
grade, said recruiters should not be allowed on high school
campuses because recruiters place too much pressure on
students, ,

- “T don’t like it,” Minst said. “I chink if the kid wants o
join the military then they'll join.”

Mary Kay Hapke, an assistant principal at Norman
North High School, said she does not see military
recruiters as a bad thing because they encourage
underachieving students to stay on track to gradu-
ate.

Even 0, she said, some students who sign up
for the military do not know the reality
of being in the military.

“They (students) do it be-
cause they don't have schol-
arship money and
are not college

bound,” Hapke said. )

John Soos, the chief of advertising and public affairs for
the Oldshoma City Army Recruiting Barttalion, said the
recruiting rare has remained steady in Oklaboma. The bat-
talion serves Oklahoma, Arkansas and North Texas.

Even though recruiting is done on high schoel campuses,
military officials also talk to students who visit recruiting
stations, he said.

“There is still quite a bit of walk-ins,” Soos said.

Soos said it is wrong for high school officials not to tell
parents their children’s personal information can be accessed
by military recruiters.

Glenda Glacken, a registrar at Nor-

man North High School, said

that parents can prohibit

school offtcials from releasing

contact informarion, bur she

did not know how many had
done so.

Crawford said recruirers
should not have access to
student informaton, bur
they should be allowed on
campus.

“They are doing their
best to ger students into the

military;” he said.

Jamie Gonzalez
Santa Fe South
High School

Jatnie Gonzalez, 17, was
born and raised in Oklahoma
City. She is a senior at Santa
Fe South High School. Her
hobbies include mixing com-
pact discs and listening to
the newest jars. She likes to
g0 to concerts where she can
bounce around to hopping
beats. She enjoys listening to
indie music, especially her
favorite singer, Patrick Wolf.

She drives a “broken down”
1994 Nissan Sentra.

She prefers to wear Ameri-
can Eagle clothing while she
sports Converse on her feet.
She has a 2-year-old brother
and adores himi:

Her idol is Elton John.

- “He is a diva,” Gonzalez said.

As a child her nickname
was Oompa Loompa. She is
height challenged and said
that sometimes kids can be
flat-our mean to short people.
Gonzalez is fluent in both
Spanish and English. She
speaks Spanish to her mother
and English to her stepfather,
when at home. She is full

Guatemalan.

— By M. Casiano




Overwhelming experience
propelled students careers,
redirected futures of others

By ML Casiane
Red Dirt Journat

he April 19, 1995, bombing of
the Alfred P Mumah Federal
Building challenged the most
seasoned of journalists, On thas
day;, 2 handful of student journalists awoke
to the biggest story of their young careers.

Omar Gallaga, Michelle Sutherlin, Mi-
chael Parrick and Kelly Crow can vividly se-
call that event and how it impacted their fu-
tures. That was the day Timothy McVeigh
parked a Ryder truck packed with explosives
in front of the federal building. The bomb
exploded at 9:02 a.m. killing 168 people,
inclading 19 children, and injuring 850.

“It was a heart-wrenching experience,
said Gallaga, who worked for The Okla-
homa Daily.

Sutherlin, Gallagds colleague at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma’s student newspaper,
arrived at the bombing site within an hour
of the blast.

“There was twisted metal, broken glass
and bricks lying around everywhere,”
Susherlin said. She ran into viceims dusted
with plaster and debris as she walked the
dowmtown streets interviewing people.

Some of the quotes she gathered that
morning were published in The Dallas
Morning News. It wasn't until that after-
noon she learned of the daycare center in
the building, That's when the impact hit
her.

She returned to the crowded newsroom
where co-workers began asking questions
abour her experience. She broke down and
ared.

»

From newspapers to telavision

When Patick arrived at the site, he saw
bloody, dusty victims racing away from the
federal building, scared at the possibility of
a second bomb.

“Blood was everywhere,” said Patrick, a
student journalist at Oklahoma City Com-
munity College.

Dags fater, CINN hired him to be a tem-
porary associate producer for a makeshift
Oldahoma City bureau set up just to cover
the bombing, He worked for the national
news network until September of thar year.

Thar experience jump-started his career
in broadcast. Today he is an executive pro-
ducer for Fox News in Dallas.

“Ihat day solidified it for me,” he said.

When Crow headed downtown to the

bombing site, she knew exacily where to
go. She'd waited in fronc of the building the
day before when she was downtown for a
Geldl trip with her classmates from Edmond
Memorial High School.

A reporter for the school newspaper,
Crow knew the story was important. She
left for Okdahomia City as soon as school
lec our.

“There was smoke everywhere, and peo-
ple were walking the other way,” she said.
“Rescue workers were everywhere. There
was a rubble pile in ‘the shape of a build-
ing”

For days, she rarely saw her parents be-
cause she was busy covering the story.

“It was very overwhelming and just an
empowering experience,” she said.

The experience belped her six years later
when, as a reporter for The New York

Times, she covered the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-

rorist attack on the World Trade Center.

The death and destrisction there was an
éerie déja vu. Today she is a feature writer
for The Wall Sereet Journal.

“To be honest, as a news reportes, it was
overwhelming and exhifarating,” she said.
“That’s what I remember when 1 look back
on thar day, a need to look closer and Took
away at the same time.”

Experience alters careers

“It rurned out to be the biggest story of
my life,” Gallaga said. “T grew as a journal-
ise”

He took a job with the Austin American-
Statesman in 1997. He now is the editor
of the publication’s Spanish language paper.
He also launched a Web site where he post-
ed the daily joumnals he wrote in the days
following the bombing, )

Gallagas former colleague atr the QU
student paper still recalls that painfut day.
Like the others, the bombing impacted her
career. It helped her decide she didn't want
to write about people in need; instead, she
wanted to help them.

“I didnt want to go through another ex-
perience like that,” Sutherlin said.

She started volunteering at the American
Red Cross and eventually took a job there.
Now, she is a stay-athome mother and
part-time teacher.

Even though the bombing pushed her
away from journalism, she said the experi-
ence changed her for the beeter.

“Theres no way,” she said, “someone
could teach your that experience.”

The reflecting poct at the Oklahoma City Memorial embraces the shadow of the west entrance and the beautiful s
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Above: Trent Jackson s a 5 year old from Kings Bay, Ga. He's drawing
a picture on one of the chalikboards in the Children’s Area, )

Top feft: These chairs represent the victims of the bombing,

Middle left: Along the west side of the OKC Bombing Memorial,
family members and friends bring keepsakes in remembrance of
their Jost loved ones and place them on the fence. The fence is cov-
ered with teddy bears, all holding the memory of a bombing victim.

Left: Former Oklahoma Daily reporter Michelle Sutherlin pauses to
_ contemplate the events that took place April 19, 1995, when the
_“Alfred P Murrah building was bombed in Oklahoma Gity. ...

M.J. Casiano
Moore High School

“Always make a contract,”
said M.]J. Casiano, referring
to 2 bad experience with his
sister’s boyftiend. He wasn
paid for a two-page article
about Lance Armstrong,

The 16-year-old junior ac
Moore High School hopes
to attend the University of
Oklahoma and major in com-
munications. He already has
sports journalism scholarship
offers for wortl on his NFL
mock drafts. The son of a
Caucasian mother and Puerto
Rican father has two sisters and
a brother and is the second o
youngest. Some of his quirks
are that he’s double jointed
and is called Mel Kiperby
his friends for his NFL mock
drafts. When he’s alone in his
room he loves to rap to Mike
Jones and Kanye West. The
most experience he’s had with
celebrities is that Toby Keith
graduated from his high school
and his sister, who is 27, turned
down dates with both Jerome
Bestls, running back for the
Pitesburgh Steelets, and Jim
‘Thome. first baseman of the
Philadelphia Phillies.

— By Jamie Gonzalez
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Monica Ruiz
Chickasha High School

Monica Ruiz, 18, isa
2005 graduate of Chickasha
High School. Striving to be
a journalist, Ruiz has made
many advancements toward
her goal. As a seniot, she was
co-editor of ber school news-
paper, Chicken Scratch, as
well as an intern ar the local
newspaper, Chickasha Daily
Express. She won third place
in sports photo essay from
OSM/OIPA, an Ollahoma
high school journalism as-
sociation.

Ruizs other achievements
include her musical talents.
She was part of the marching
band, and was secrion leader

in her high school’s concert

bard, in which she played the

clarinet. She also enjoys play-
ing the piano and guitar.

Diversity is an important
issue to this writer, who
speaks both Spanish and
English.

“Diifferent Wmnwmno:bmm
bring other concepts .
everyone should be R_unn-
sented,” she said.

Equally important is spend-
ing time with her parents and
11-year-old brother, Jaime,

In the fall, Ruiz will attend
the University of Oklahoma,
on a President’s Commu-
nity Scholarship, to major in
journalism,

— ByElizabeth Reid

Representatives in the state say .9m<

g

don't mind chance to educate others

By Maonica Ruiz
Red Dirt Journal ,

“Minority” and “leader” ate not tertns oftens used in the
same sentence, but in Oklahoma roday;, minority leaders
are making z difference for their people and those of other
ethnic groups.

These leaders often put themselves aside for the greater
good, focusing on educating the community by being role
maodels.

Oklahoma has two influential men making a difference
on the state and national level.

Freshman calied to public service

In the Oldahoma Stase House, Rep. Jabar Shumate and,
in the U.S. Congress, Rep. Tom Cole are constantly re-
minded that they are minosities. .

Having run campaigns since he was 16, 29-year-old Shu-
mate is a freshman Democrat on the Capiiol scene, having
just been elected in 2004 to represene Dictrict 73, part of
North Tulsa.

Shumate’s main focus in politics is ensuring thar his stare
has the best educational system available so that the Ameri-
can Dream can come true for his constituents.

Shumate, who served as only the fourth African American
student body president at OU, earned a bachelor’s in public
affairs and administration and served as press secretary to
QU President David L. Boren for two years.

He helped energize the youth vote in Judy Eason Mc-
Intyre’s campaign when she was running for House District
7% in 2002, then went on to become an intern in her of
fice.

Jabar, who said he fecls he was asked by the Lord to help
through public service, likens his experience to someone be-
ing called into minisary.

He likes that he can provide health care and serve the
people that put him in office.

Pursuing the greater good

A leader, Shumate said, is a motivator who also has 1o
be able to listen to engage in good government. He said
that often means puriing the greater good above one’s own
interests.

Shumate doestt consider just one person o be his leader.
Community elders are leaders in history and knowledge.
His pastor is his spititaal leader and the president is his po-
litical leader.

He believes having minority leaders on a state and nation-
al level is vital 1o the community because it pushes differ-
enc viewpoints and aspects of life into the state and nadonat
conversations.

“I bring a differenc view to the table because of where |
come from and the fact that I am African-American,” Shu-
mate said. .

When looking around the room, Shumate isn't bothered
by the constant reminders that he is a minority because
his vote only counts as one, the same weight as that of the
House speaker. A

He was asked by House Speaker Todd Hierr, R-District
29, to serve as vice chairman of the House Actospace and
Technology Committee and he’s involved in the Affirmative

Acrion Review Couneil, 1o which he was appointed by the .

FOVErnor.

He's an advocate for education and business growth.

He sits on the House Committee on Commerce, In-
dusery, and Labor and the House Committee on Higher
Fducation and is an active member in the Tulsa Alurnni

" Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.

Political influences

Like Shumate, U.S. Rep. Tom Cole found his way into
politics tharks to the influence of a female politician.

Cole actually became a politician by accident. He had

" planned on becoming a college instructor.

His mother was politically active, but Iost her first cam-
paign.
He told her that if she ever ran for office again that he

would help run her campaign.

He was teaching for the summer when his mother
phoned to let him know that indeed she was running for
office once again. .

He helped her run her campaign and she ended up win-
ning.

“Te was the most fim I'd ever had,” Cole said.

He found himself helping run other political campaigns,
which in the end, helped him with his career.

In 2002, Cole became the representative for Okizhoma’s
4th Congressional District, focated in the southwest region
of the state.

His focus on being a politician is that he szﬂn& to make
Oklahoma a two-patty state.

“I enjoy public life, and I wish more people were involved
with politdics,” Cole said.

He said he feels that is not a politician’s job o agree with
everything proposed. He said i’s his responsibility to make
his point and let people make cheir own decisions based on
the points made by all sides.

Cole earned a B.A. from Grinnell College, an M.A. from
Yale University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Okla-
—‘HOEM..

A leader, Cole said, is someone who knows what they be-
fieve in and why, who can identify with other people and
who has the ability to know both sides of the story.

A leader requires energy and determination, demands ac-
tion and can’t aceept the way things are, he said. Its their job
to make changes, to have a vision and 1 rboﬁ where they
want to go.

His role models are his mom and Mvnaw&n;ﬁ George W.
Bush, who he said has great character and great qualities.

Close to him is U.S. Speaker of the House Dennis Hast-

. ert, R-IL To Cole, Hastert is a remarkable figure who he

feels at times is underestimared because no one is talking
about him.

In January, be was appointed by Hastert to the House
Rules Committee, which serves as the body through which
all significant legislation must pass before being considered
by the House.

He'salso involved in the Ethics Cotnmittee, House Armed
Services Commitree and serves as deputy majority whip.

He's served as a member of the Oldahoma Senate and as
Oklahoma's secretary of state.

He said serving on the House Armed Services Comiitrree
is important to him because he has 2 lot of family members
who have served in the armed forces. Citizens need to ac-
commodate the soldiers by sending them food or whatever
resources they need.

He's a fifth-generation Oklahoman and an enrolle
member of the Chickasaw Nation. He's also the only Na
tive American serving in Congress and was inducted int
the Chickasaw Hall of Fame in 2004.

Cole thinks its vital o have minority leaders on both th
state and national level because America is a diverse society

“Wee're a power testament to the rest of the wotld,” Col
said, adding the genius of such diversity is caused by ﬁr
mixture of colot, race, gender and creed.

Cole said it’s interesting how people figure out how w b
unified and come rogether at times. If there are minoric
leaders, it helps their people see that they themselves ca
be successtl.

Hes not bothered that he's SEB.:% treminded he is
minotity because it gives him a chance to educate .,En_ b
éducared. ,

“Public office is fike graduate school.” Cole said.

He said ar timies, there are 700 people discussing a subjec

.- they know nothing about, and that out of these 700 peopls

only one might know the real background.
He quoted Oldahoma son and humorist Wifl Roger
“Were all ignorant, only about different things.”
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By Elizabeth Reid
Red Dirt Journal
Jugeling both a job and a college course,

Eric Fonseca will complete four credit hours
by the end of this summer. .

Combined with his 15 bowrs from last
year, he will have 19. In the fall, he will be
back on the track as he enters his senior year
~ of high school.

"This first generation college student is one
of 27,000 Oklahoma students whe received
help last year through college preparatory
programs funded by the U.S. Deparument
of Bducadon.

TPresident George .
Bush originally proposed to
slash budgeis of such programs for next
year. However, recent nommnmmmmo:& action
indicates the money will not be cut.

The presicent’s budger eliminated Gear
Up funding and reduced similar programs
such as Upward Bound, Talent Seatch, and
Swident Support Services by 56 percent,
The final federal budget will not be ap-
proved ungil the fall, :

Sdll, the money to prepare underprivi-

leged youth and first gencradon college
students is secured only for six years. That
means suppertets must be on gnard to de-
fend the programs.

Oklahoma stare Sen. Kenneth Corn, D-
Distriet 4, authored a resoliition that passed
in the Legisfanire supporting restoration
of funding to the federal programs. Cormn
speaks passionately about the subject, him-
self being an Upward Bound project.

Corn, 28, graduated from the University
of Oklahoma earlier this year. He was a stu-
dent at Howe High School more than 10
years ago when he participated in Upward
Bound sponsored by Carl Albert Commu-
nity College in nearby Poteau. -

“Upward Bound prepared me academi-
cally to succeed in college,” Corn said.
Coming from. a small town, he grasps how
limiting that background can be.

“Kids from small rural schools often only
know their community,” he said. “Upward
Bound broadens their knowledge of people
from different backgrounds that they will
have to live and interact with.

“They gain skills for a lifedime,” Comn
explained.

Gear Up at Oklahoma City University
brought wgether two teens who make an
unlikely pair.

Michael Basore, 17, aself-described Goth,
showed up in black Army boots.

Jamelle Johnson, 16, looked as if he could
go play basketball or video games at 2 mo-
mencs notice.

Basore of Northwest Classen High
Schoot and Johnson of Harding Prepara-
rory School found common ground. Both
enjoyed the challenges of writing and the
sinplicities of life.

“He eats chicken like I eat chicken,” John-

Phote by Malisa Morsman;, Red Dirt Journal

Sandra Box receives a package from Eric Fonseca at Oklahoma City Community College. Fonsecais part of a work study pragram through Upward Sound.

Phota by Malisa Morsman, Red Dirt Journal

Juan Valenzuela, left, and Eric Fonseca make deliveries at Oklahoma City Community College as part of
a work study program through Upward Bound. Both men take also take college classes.

son said.

Students apree that these programs are
helpful. Gear Up improved their classroom
skills in a more relaxed, less structured en-
vironment, giving them more one-on-one

time, they said.

Johnson and Basore said they participated
in the summer program at QCU because
they thought it would help them.

“They are just motivated,” said Mindie

Dien, their Gear Up director.

Critics of Gear Up and the
other programs point out
that many of the students who participate
wete already looking forward to attending
college, One reason the cuts were proposed
was that students who planned to go to col-
{ege would do so without the extra help.

That’s true of students in Dieu’s Gear Up
class. But, they added, now they are more
likely €0 succeed in college.

Basore said he believed that some people
are made for college and others are not. He
enrolled in the summer program to help
him learn which group he was in, and now
he is confident that he knows.

“Maybe I really am made for college,”
Basore said.

Students who get into the program are
mote likely to earn college degrees and stay
in Oklahoma, Corn said.

U.S Rep. Tom Cole, a Republican rep-
resenting Oklahoma’s 4th District, said he
knows how important it is to have someone
prepare you for the rigors of college life. He
is a first generation. college student himself.

“I didnt know what college was like,”
Cole said. “College is a huge challenge”

Oklahoma students need help overcom-
ing that challenge, Cole said.

The state, which is below the national av-
erage in income and in degree completion,
could benefit the most from Gear Up and
Upward Bound.

Elizabeth Reid
S.P. Waltrip Senior
High School

One of Elizabeth Reid’s
favorite possessions is her
magazine collection, which
includes 50 magazines, her
favorite being YM.

She collects magazines be-
cause she likes how the stories
are written and designed. A
magazine oly makes in inwo
the coltection if it catches
her eye.

Reid, 17, is a graduate from
S.P Walttip Senior High
School in Houston.

She enjoys movies, shop-
ping, ballet and hip-hop. Her
favorite team is the Houston
Texans,

She will attead Syracuse
University in New York,
where she plans to major
in communications. She
received the Bill Gates Mil-
lenninm scholarship.

In high schoel, she was
senior class representative
and participated in Na-
tional Honor Society, Spanish
Nattonal Honor Society,
yeatbook staff, and a commu-
nity service organization. She
gradisated with honors and
was published in the Texas
Poetry Anthology.

—— By Menica Rui;
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Lyndsey Carson
American School

“Be bold. If you're going to
make an error, make a doozy,
and don’t be aftaid to hit the
ball.” Unknown author

Those words could be
applied to Lyndsey Nichole
Carson, a 16-year-old senior
who is taught at home
through the American
School.

Carson said she would love
to be bold in her actions and
voicing her opinion.

She isn't sure what college
she wants to attend, but she
knows she wants to pursue a
career in journalism.

Carson lives by her motto:
Question everything,

She came to the Oklahoma
Institute for Diversity in Jour-
nalism as a published writer.
Her work has been included
in Sarelkite, a teen section of
The Tulsa World.

- The Texas native lives in
Sapulpa with her parents,
Scott and Debbie, and her
brother, Matthew, 20.

. Her family also inchides
her four dogs: Sophie, Zoé,
Maci and Joe.

She enjoys eating cheese-
burgers, mac and cheese and
anything else with cheese
in it.

Although she loves food,
her pet peeve is smacking,
eating noisily.

— By Da'Shai Ables

i
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Phota by Y ms‘w‘:um.

Dallas native At Rose, 16, helps Coach Tony Armas of Bremen, Ga,, demonstrate a wrestling move. About 600 wrestlers attendled the wrestling camp in July at the Mosier Center on The University of Oklahoma.

By Lyndsey Carson
Red Dirt Journal

During lunchtime at the University of Oklahomas
Couch Cafeteria, thousands of students are rushing to get
their meals.

Its the middle of sutnmer and most of these kids don'
look like typical college students. They are smaller and loud-
er and they wear matching T-shires or neon ruffled mini
skirts.

"They are high school students attending OU camps for
basketball, baseball, softball, wrestling, cheerleading, dance,
journalism, spiriruality, gymmnastics and all sorts of academic
progtams.

Through this wide range of activities runs a common
thread. Instead of just having fun, these students say they
are developing skills and learning how to be better people.

Six hundred members of the United Methodist Church
came from eight states for the SpiLiRa {Spiritual Life Rally),
whose themne was “Learning, Living, Leading,”

Students — seventh graders to recent high school graduates
~ artended 24 different workshops. Concerts each night, six
in all, feature six different, widely known bands, all deliver-
ing Christian messages.

The Oldahomia Gold Wrestling Camp was not just abous

learning how to win 2

wrestling match, but also how to win

coaching 26 years, 12 ac OU. He holds two camps in New
York as well as the one in Notman.

About 600 students from high school to elementary
school came from all over the nation to hone their wrestling
skills. Whar they did not know is that each person would
leave knowing more than just how to do a leg ride or some
other move,

“I'want to challenge them to pursue excellence in every
way,” Spates said. He said he wants to teach life lessons and
that if students succeed in the sport, they can succeed in
other challenges.

. Students learn spirit and leadership skills

-More than 2,000 high school cheerdeaders and spirit
dancers also were making their way through almost weekly
four-day OU Spirit Camps over the summer. They were
learning new cheers, chants and dances along with leader-
ship and reamwork skills.

OU Athletic Camps Coordinator Peggy Whaley, who has
been working with these camps for 16 years, said that even
though teams are competing, they still have fun.

“They get to come to be together for four days,” she said.
“There is bonding, they learn to get along.”

Whaley added that the camps offer opportunities for
the girls. These include the chance to be selected for the
[ Awrigrican "Team, then travel and perform nationally, or

Photo by Baxter Holmes, Red Dirt feurnal

Javelin Milks of Michigan Valley, Kansas, reaches the finish line of an inflatable
bungee race July 12 on' the University of Oklahoma campus. Mills was one of the
600 SpiliRa campers enjoying a week at OU,

Thousands of students get a taste of life on campus

become instructors. Many of the students hope to one day
join OU or other college squads.

Stephanie Daniel, who will be a senior at Weatherford
High School this fall, spent five days at OU learning how to
be a betrer leader. She came to atrend the Advanced Leader-
ship Camp with her school’s student council

“Ilearned how to be a better leader myself,” she said. “Tr’s
made me more open as a person.”

Programs preview college experience

No matter what the camp, resident students can get a
taste of college life.

Precollegiate Programs Specialist Amy Logan estimates
thar nearly 10,000 campers were on campus during June
and July, many of them unsure of what college they want
to attend. She said that camps are great recruiting tools for
ou

Campers live in dorms, ear in the cafeteria, walk the cam-
pus, use classrooms and computer labs and meet coaches,
teachers and college students.

“It gives them a feel of what it is like to be a college stmu-
dent,” Logan said.

Daniel said that it lets her know more about the campus
so she can be better prepared for the years when she plans
to aerend OU,

“I love the atmosphere and alt the people,” she said.



15

By ladky Lee and Henry Nguyen
Red Dirt Journal

Teron “Bonafide” Cartet from Jacksonville, Fla., and
Stacy “Coffee” Jones from Atlanta, Ga., a hip-hop duo,
share their life-changing experiences with audiences
through positive lyrics and high-energy concerss.

They have overcome the odds of a not-so-glamerous
past. Now, they use their music to encourage youth w
triumph over hardships.

The group has been featured on MTV, BET and movie
soundtracks and has shared a stage with OutKast, Jay-Z,
Nappy Roots, Ice Cube and Monica. Recently, they per-
formed at the University of Oklahoma for the conference
“SpiLiRa" (Spiritual Life Rally). Grits decided o perform
in Olklahoma because they felt even small towns deserve
to hear their music.

“Tt was so awesome. I knew about Christian rock, but I
never knew there was hip-hop for Chrisdans,” said Van-
essa Wasielewski, 15, from El Paso, Texas, one of 850
conference participanis.

For some, hip-hop is not a guilty pleasure anymore.

“T liked it, T didnt feel guilty about listening te hip-
hop,” said Meg Mojica, 19,a youth leader from Winfeld,
Kansas, :

The two performers said they were rebels who got in-
volved with the wrong crowd. Bonafide said he believed
that his “bridges were bumt with God.” He was involved
with drug dealing and car stealing, which landed him in
prison.

“That titne of life, T didn’t want to have nothing to do
with God,” Bonafide said.

Weeks after he was released from prison, he moved to
Nashville, Tenn. There he realized God was real and “real-
ized I needed him in my life,” Bonafide said.

\usic that inspires others to succeed |

Within six months, he was working for a Christian
band. He was able to tumn his life around without chang-
ing who he was inside.

“] wanted to be real,” Bonafide said.

Coffee's mother instilled faith in his life.

“Her dragging me to church really paid off in the long
run,” he said. “Just being on my own and really seeing
how difficult life was, I knew I needed something other
than myself to get me through it.” .

Grits members said they grew up in difficult situations
but wete able to defeat many hardships and come out
on top.

These rappers are not new, having made five CDs al-
ready, but they are juse now going mainstream.

Despite Grits Chrisdan rhymes, the group refused to
have a label put on them. DJ Manwell, who has been
with the band for six months, said the Christian genre
puts them in a box.

Manwell said they are not Chuistian hip hop musicians,
but hip hop musicians who * just happen to believe.”

Grits claims to spread the positive word to their andi-
ence “without having to sell it to them,” Bonafide said.
Although they dlaim not to be a Christian hip-hop group,
they record under a Christian label, Gotee Records.

They are influenced by the original roots of hip-hop,
like Rakim, who is of Islamic faith. Bonafide said Rakim
altered the language of hip-hop by changing the strucrure
of thyming and rapping “straight up about his faith”

“T've always loved the culture, not because it was Chris-
tian or not Christian, it just kept me out of trouble,” Cof-
fee said.

Bonafide said that hip-hop cultire was designed to
keep people out of trouble, .

“It’s an oudet besides killing each other or fighting”

Photo by Jacky Lee
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At feft: Teron “Bonafide” Carter from
Grits performs for SpiliRa at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma.

Belowr: DJ Manwell spins for the Grits
cehcert at the University of Oklahoma.

Photo by Jacky Lee, Red Dirt Journal

At feft: Teron “Bonafice”
Carter from Grits performs at
a concert for SpiLiRa at the
University of Oklahoma.
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Bok Cito teammates cefebrate their 2-1 win over Beaver Dam, the defending ner.Ec:. in the 18-35 age group men’s championship game July 16. The World Series of stickball is played each year in Philaclelphia, Miss.

By Baxter Holmes
Red Dirt Journal

PHILADELPHIA, MISS. - Each team speaks loudly in the huddle
about hitting the other team until its players can't walle

"The fourth quarter winds down and both teams are trying desperately
to scote, . :

Alas, this bactle is meant for overtime, and it is only firting that both

these giants are pitted against each other: It's Bok Cito versus Beaver

Dam in the final game of the World Series of Stickball in Philadelphia,
Miss.

Stickball is a very sacred game to the Choctaws.

“The game is our heritage,” Ramsey Williston, 19, an avid stickball
player from Tuskahoma, Okla,, said.

“It’s beautiful. Instead of annihilating each other, we play a game. No
missiles, no guns, no deach. Maybe some broken bones, but we don'e kill
each other. Thats why it is called “Stickball: Little Brother of War.”

Folsom White, the son of one of the greatest stickball malers of all
time, speaks about Native Americans keeping the game sacred.

- “I dortwant it to be Americanized, I think that we have to keep it tra-
ditional,” White said. “No recruiting; establish teams from your region
and just play. You bave to play for the love of the game, not for the dollar.
The game has a proper place, but not to be taken and used for a profit”

Stickball was a pare of Native American culture long before 1729,
when a Jesuit priest stumbled onto a game in southern Mississippi, ac-
cording 1o the Choctaw Tribe’s Web site. Now, every July, stickball teams
corme to the Choctaw World Series of Stickball for the opportunity to be
crowned world champion. ‘There are five divisions: 9-13 co-ed, 14-17

boys, 18-35 men, 18 and older women, and 35 and older men,

How it’s played

Stickball involves two teans with berween 20 and 300 players. In the
championships, both teams play 30 at the same time. The field is about
100 yards long with two poles on each end, but flelds can be up ro five
miles long. Fach player has twe sticks, which look similar to, Iacrosse
sticks, but the cups are a lot smaller and often made of hickory:"

The object of the game is to-score points. Players can do so by picking

“up the small, feather ball with-their sticks and then hirting one of the

poles by either throwing the ball at it or hirting it with their sticks.
Thete are not a lot of rules 1o the game, but all players know that if you
are going to tackle someone, you must drop your sticks. After watching
several games, it becames obvious that any player within 12 inches of the
ball will get hit by one, two, and sometimes as many as four opponents.

A physical game

Tod Harrison, who has been on the games’ medical seaff for the past

- five years, makes it clear that stickball is a very rough sport.

-“We get tons of lacerations everywhere, broken fingers, ribs, legs, lots
of extremities, lots of knee and foot injuries,” he said. “We even had a
spectator have a heart attack from the game.”

Stickball is so violent that a French explorer said of it, “Almost every-
thing short of murder is allowable,” recalled a 1997 article in Smithson-
ian magazine. Because most cothing is ripped off during rackles, team-
miates wear same-colored T-shirts instead of pricier jerseys.

Before games, players walk around proud and strong. After games,

Photo by Baxter Holmes, Re

many hobble around on crutches, with their extremities band
wrapped. There is 2 high price to pay for playing.

“No padding and there are a lot of things thar would hay
would get players penalized, fined, and suspended in other spe
Les Williston, Ramsey's father. “Its 60 people with two sticks, s
get as phiysical as you dare.”

Folsom White agreed.

“It’s not like football, it takes a tremendous amount of endu
minute quarters, but there are no breaks,” he said.

During the game, there are about a dozen officials, When the
out of bounds, the nearest official quickly throws another ball
so not & second is lost. The only time the game is paused is wk
ficial sees a player fighting, playing far too aggressively, or for a

Playing for the title

The men's tide game this year pits defending champion |
{pronounced Boke Chit-to, which means Big Creek) against
powethouse Beaver Dam.

Thunder runbles as both Mississippi teams wait to take the |
line the players’ passageway, building the drama. Teammates
shove one another to get hyped up as they jaw with their riva
away.

Finally; the moment erupts as the teams pour onto the fielc
ing, waving flags and smacking their sticks in a flurry of bedies
and passion.

The game features hitting so violent that mothers cover child
Everywhere the ball flies, collisions follow.
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The final game of the World Series of stickball begins with a tip off similar to basketball, Fach team has about 30 players on the field simultaneously,

Bok Cito strikes fist, scoring almost nine minutes into the first quar-
ter. 'The sideline erupts with cheers. Not a minute passes, however, before
Beaver Dam evens the scote. It is a defensive batde then until overtime,

About nine minutes into the sudden-death extra period, Bok Cito's
Cain Chickawy finds a golden opportunity.

He has the ball next to the other team’s goal, with a dhance w win a
world championship. .

Chickawy’s shot hits the pole, and Bok Cito wins the world champi-
onship.

Bok-Cito celebrates around coach Louie Mortis after dousing him
with Gatorade.

“We stay togecher, we play together, we win together,” Morris said.

Chief of the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Phillip Martin hands out
the championship trophies and MVP awards to all divisions.

Chickawy is presented with a special stickball blanket made by Tus-
kahoma native Nancy Southetland-Holmes in honor of being named
MVP and he also received a large trophy.

Soon, stickball will be seen in larger venues,

Ken Klaudt, the Native Ametican Inaugural Olympic Games Com-
missioner, has formed the Native American Olympics that will be held
in 2007 in either New York or Denver.

The games will feature the more than 500 U.S. tribes and will have
more than 30 original Native American games, including stickball.

A Beaver Dam player attempts to knock down a Bok Cito player in a legal move in the champic

Photo by Baxter Helmes, Red Dirt Jourral

Photo by Baxter Holmes,
nship game.
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Baxter Holimes
Clayton High School

Baxter Tuckett Holmes, 18,
is the son of Nancy and Jack
Holtnes. He is a recent gradu-
ate of Clayton High Schoal,
where he was the valedicto-
rian with a 4.0 grade-point
average.

His achievements include
being student council
president, a National Honor
Society member and vice
president of the Business
Professionals of America.

Holmes will attend the
University of Oklahoma in
the fall. He plans to major
in journalism and minor in
faw. He has received multiple
scholarships, including che
Henderson, McMahon, and
OU Valedictorian scholar-

ships, Holmes would like ro
“someday write for ESPN.

'He enjoys playing and
watching basketball. Another
interest of his is the Narive
American game of stickball
that is a similar to thé'game
of lacrosse. More favorites in-
clude seafood pasta, the color
green, the movie “Anchor-
man” and chocolate milk.

— By Sereena Caldwell
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Chief Martin (far
left) presents the
Choctaw Stickball
blanket ic MVP Cain
Chickawy. Looking
on are Choctaw
Princess Jessica
Greer (in gold dress)
and blanket creator
Nancy Southerland-
Holmes (far right).

Phote by Baxter Holmess, Red Dirt Journal

Litte Brother of War'was designed
‘to share Choctaw tribes culture

By lyndsey Carson
Red Dirt Journal

Like many Native Americans, Nancy Southerfand-
Holmes, a Choctaw quilter and fabric designer from
Clayton, sees legends and deep historical and cultural
meaning in a blanket.

Because the majority of Americans do not see such
things, Southerland-Holmes wants to share her cul-
ture with' them.

Southerand-Holmes designed the “Littde Brother
of War” blanket, produced by Pendleton Woolen

Mills, to honor Choctaws and the Native sport of

stickball. The blankers name refers to a game tradi-
tonally played to settle disputes and avert tribal war.
“The blanket is one of the highest forms of honor
and recognition,” Southerland-Hobmes said. It is to
honor that person’s position or achievemnent.”
Cain Chiclawy, the most valusble player in the
.+ "Choctaw Stickball World Series in Philadelphia,

Miss., July 13-16, received a blanket in additon to
his trophy after the game. Chickawy said it fele good
to receive the blanket, and he will hang the 64-by-80-
inch crimson blanket on the wall.

“The blankets will be displayed out in the open, to
display and share,” Southerland-Holmes said.

Phillip Martin, chief of the Mississippi Band of
Choctaw Indians, also reccived a blanket during
Chief’s Hour, an invitation-only event dusing the
celebration that includes the stickball thampionship.

“The moment I presented the blanket to Chief
Martin, I felt such deep appreciation for his suppore
of the game, and I just wanted to thank him for it,”
Southerland-Holmes said.

This is the fixst blanker Pendieton designed two
honor the Choctaw tribe and it depicts two stickball
sticks and a ball shown in the manner they would
be placed on a wall when not in use. Afong the wop
and botrom are orange bands with black diamonds, a

motif and colors tradidonal to Choctaws,

Bob Christnacht, manager of Pendletor’s Blanket
and Home Division, said people submic abour 100
designs annually to Pendleton Woolen Mills in Port-
fand, Ore., a garment maker for more than 140 years
and producer of a series of Legendary Blankets hon-
oring Natives.

Fach year, Pendleton intoduces eight to 12 new
designs and nearly all of them are created by the
company’s own designers. In 2003, Pendleton chose
only one outside design, Southerland-Holmes' “Little
Brother of War,” to inchude in its fine.

Christnacht said to meet Pendleton’s standards, a
blanket must be historicaly correct and have grear
meaning, “Little Brother of War” goes on sale Aug,
15 for $175.

Southerland-Holmes said she wanted to honor her
tribe and its history with her work. Chrisenacht said

the company wanted “to tell, embrace and romance

»

Native American customs and cultures.
Christnacht said the legend behind the blanket was
a major reason Pendleton selected it
“The messape was compelling, and it really reso-
nated with me,” Christnacht said.
Southertand-Holmes described as “wonderful”™ her
work with Pendleton and its ability to make the blan-

ket widely available.

“Sticlball is such a big part, a representation of, our
culture,” she said. “It was a very great honor. It was
like a gift”

Southerland-Holmes has been quilting since age 3
when she made her firse, using a needle and thread
with fabric pulled from her mother' scrap bag,

“In-our family, all the generations of grandmothers
on both sides passed down quilting,” she said. “I've
never not known it.” :

She has taught quilting ar a community college,
done a how-to sewing segment on a local news chan-
nel, had her Native American theme patterns pub-
lished and still designs Native Ametican fabric.

When she begins to work, Southerland-Holmes
said she thinks, “How can T do my wotk? That is my
focus. How can 1 do it so that it is meaningful?”

She designs not for herself, she said, but for Native
Americans with limited access to culwurally appealing
fabrics and for other people interested in Native tradi-
tions. ’

“I look at my work as being meaningful,” she said.
T am so inspired by my culture, and I try to share
the beauty of it. Native America has really yet to be
discovered by much of the dominant American so-

clety,

“«
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How Oklahoma
voted in the 2004
presidential election

iphic by Joni Alexander, Red Cirt Journal

Research by Da'ShiaiAbl

Political clubs target teens, offer safe forum for ideas

By Da'Shai Ables
Red Dirt Journal

In Oldahoma’s elecroral vote count for the 2004 election,
George W. Bush collected a whopping 65,56 percent (or
959,655 votes} defeating John Kerry, who picked up 34.44
percent {or 504,077 votes). )

While Oklahoma is a Republican state, there are many
Democrats, including ween Democrats, who are not
ashamed to say so. :

In public schools, Democrats are starting to become
bolder.

At Norman High School during the 2003-2004 school
year, current Young Democrats club sponsor Larry Steele
observed on 10-15 students at two meetings he was invited
to.

In the 2004-2005 school year, the students involved in
the Young Democrat club rocketed to abour 125 to 130
students, becoming . the largest club at Norman High
School, Seeele said.

They got along really well because of a role reversal activ-
ity Stecle planned, he said.

In this activity, the political parties exchanged roles. 'The
young Democrats became the young Republicans and vice
versa. They had to debate according to their new party point

of &m_@n

The teens liked chis because it helped them see whar i
was like in the other party’s shoes.

“Usually in high school, the party you are is the party
your parents are,” Steele said.

Steele said as the majority of the people in he party clubs
grew up together, they usually just joke and enjoy speaking
their minds without causing any harm to their fiiendships.

In other schools, many students with minority opinions
are facing discrimination because of differences among high
school students.

Two schools with active political minority groups ase
Santa Fe South in Oklahoma City and Jenks High School
in Jenks,

At Jenks, student Lizzy Pitcock said political clubs at
her school made T-shirts, and her club, Young Democrars,
sponsored lively political discussions.

Seill, Pitcock said, members of the Young Democrats feel
left out because of being surrounded by mostly Republi-
cans.

“T've gotten ‘oh, my gosh, you're a liberal'?” Pitcock said.

Pitcock said the difference of opinions didn’t harm friend-
ships in the school.

Santa Fe South, on the other hand, is a less tolerant en-
vironment, student Isabel Orozco said, noting the school

 didnit have a club for Democrats or Republicans.

In the 2004-2005 school year, the seniors were mainly for
Kerry and the juniors were mainly for Bush. Orozco said
with the seniors graduating, the school would become a ma-
jority Republican school with the exception of a handful.

Orozco said a lot of her teachers assume she is Republican
because she is Catholic and keeps her opiniens to herself.

“Td love to voice my opinion, but I don't think I could be
treated faitly in school if T did,” Orozco said.

Most friends dort shate their political preference so they
can remain friends, Orozco said.

Teens from the two schools agreed thar being 2 Democrat
is like being an outsider, and it is harder to buck the norm
than people chink, especially in high school.

When students enter college, organizations such as the
OU Young Democrats are available t keep them plugged
into political issues.

The president of the Oklahoma Young Democrats, Kathy
North, feels involvement will ger today's teens in politics.

Tor some, participation in the party clubs has become a
way of life and a way to stay plugged into current politcal
events.

Kira Self was a 2004 graduate of Norman High Schaol
who belonged o the Young Democrars. Self, who is enrolled
in the University of Georgia, said, “If you are involved, you
will stay involved.”

Da’'Shai Ables
Pathways Middle College
High School

Da’Shai Ables lives in-
Spencer with her eight family
members. The 16-year-old
will be a junior at Pathways
Middle College High School,
which is in Oldahoma City
Communirty Coilege. She has
a 3.63 grade-point average, is
an honor student and designs
pages for The Pathways
yearbook.

Ables, who volunteets
at nursing homes and the
Ronald McDonald House,
hopes to earn a scholarship to
Spelman College in Atlanta
and then transfer to Washing-
ton University in St. Louis.
She wants to study pediatrics
because she likes and wants to
help chifdren.

Ables lgves horses and trav-
eling and is 2 dancer at heart.
Her dream trip would be to
the Bahamas so she could
lounge on the beach while
reading her favorite romance
novels. She admires and
wants to be like her mother
because she is caring and puts
others’ needs first.

“I won't settle for Jess,”
Ables said, “so I know that |
can achieve all that I want to.

»

— By Lyndsey Garson
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Blake Hoss -
Bishop McGuiness
High School

Blake Hoss, 18, a former
football player, found his pas-
sion for writng eatly in kife..

He was born and raised
in Oklahoma City with
two younger brothers, one
younger sister, and two dogs.

Although “there’s nothing to
do in Oklahoma,” he spends
his time writing, reading,

watching movies, preferably
“Scarface,” and hanging cut

- with friends.

Hoss works at a law firm
and drives a 1994 Mercury
Sable. He listens to classic
rock, but not the Bagles, and
enjoys watching the “Sopra-
nos” and “Family Guy.” In
high school, Hoss won the
award for the “Most Cynical,”
and one time got kicked
out of class for crawling out
the window because he was
bored.

The aspiring writer said he
hopes to be a “poor and starv-
ing author someday.” He re-
cently graduated from Bishop
McGuiness Catholic High
School in Okfahoma City;
and will attend the University
of Oklahoma this fall.

— By ladyy Lee

. like a shot of cocaine:!

4

By Blake Hess
Red Dirt Journal .

With a green fele rable for their court
and cards rather than ‘basketballs in their
hands, a new group of high school athletes
is emerging.

They are poker players, and for most of
them, faitly low stakes Texas Hold 'em is
their game.

For a few, however, the much more finan-
cially dangerous online poker is seductive,
Ladbrokes.com, the largest online poker site
in Europe, repotts that 25,000 people play
every day, and during peak hours 6,000 to
7,000 peaple play on 400 virtual tables.

In January 2003, total cash wagered on-
line every day was $10 million; in 2004,
$60 million; and in 2005, $180 million, ac-
cording to the Scotsman.com news site.

Some psychologists, researchers and even'
sudents say that gambling is potendally

addictive, as dangerous as drug or alcohol |

use; and that even low-level poker is gar-
bling, Ortherts say that poker is an inexpen-

sive way to spend a social evening, They

consider poker a group sport or game like
chess.

“My friends started a regular game every
week,” said Alex Duncan, University of
Oldahoma junior. “We're all hanping out
together. [t incorporates thinking and strar-
egy.

mw\morm& Smith, a Tulsa psychologist who
eamed his doctorate in applied behavioral
science from Oldahoma State University,
has worked with tcenage gamblers for 20
years. He takes a darker view.

“It’s all about thar adrenaline rush, wait-
ing for that next card,” said Smith, executive
director of the Oklahoma Association for
Problem and Compulsive Gambling. “It’s

»

inexpensive fun

In local high school and college games
of eight to 10 players, a buy-in can range
anywhere from $5 to $50. A night at the
movies would cost abour $15 with con-
cessions. On a date, that ameunt would
double.

The buy-in is all a player spends for the
night, and games can go on for several
hours. The winner gets most of the por,
with second place getting his buy-ir money
back.and, sometimes,  little extra.

Online gambling can be free, but betting
versions are limited only to the amount of.
money the player has. g .

Many playets say it istit just the social ac-
tivity or the money that draws chem. -

“Guys like the thrill of gambling and the
competition,” said Andy Morris, an incom-~

s e

Photo dlustratien by Blake Hoss, Red Dirt Journal

Texas Hold 'am is the game of choice for students today. However, psychologists worry that student

gambling may have sericus repurcussions,

ing OU freshman who has tried online but
prefers in-person poker games.

Serious players study the game in books
and on television. An Amazon.com search
for poker books turns up more than 1,000
books with titles like “Dioyle Brunson’s Su-
per Systerm: A Course in Power Poker” and
“Play Poker Like the Pros.”

‘They spend hours watching games on
ESPN and wait for the World Series of
Poker, which showcases the skills of pok-
er pros like Greg “Fossilman™ Raymer,
who won the Series in 2004, dominating
not with athletic prowess but with

mental agility.

Players study pros like Phil Ivey or Dan-
iel Negreanu as an aspiring baskerball star
might watch LeBron James or Kobe Bry-
ant,

“T watch it just because it shows you
how the best of the best play,” said Todd
Lockard, a May 2005 Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School graduate who said
he has wied online games but prefers
playing with friends. “Ifs like warching
tennis or anything else. And it makes you
better.

“It’s all about how well you are able to

read people and subtle techniques. You have
to be able to change personalities, change
styles quickly because if someone starts
reading you then you know youlre done.
You have to have the ability.”

Morris said that mental ability obviously
mattets meote than physical in poker.

“A fat guy can do it to kill titme, and there
are a lot of fat guys out there wying to kill
time,” Morris said.

The game is also refatively easy ro set up.

" “Is something you can just do,” incom-
ing OU freshman Dara Mitzate said. “You
just need a table and a deck of cards and
a few Iriends. Itfs easy, and you can win
money.”

The dark side of poker

Experts and even some students say,
though, that while friendly poker can be
inexpensive and fun, some young players

may be taking their first steps in a danger-

ous direction. :

Smith said high school students who
gamble on poker mighr also gamble on ac-
tion sports such as basketball or football.

According to the International Cen-
tre for Youthful Gambling Problems and
High Risk Behavior ac McGill University
in Montreal, Canada, at least 55 percent
of adolescents are involved in gambling of
some form and that one in every 25 weenag-
ers has a serious gambling probiem.

“Gambling is definitely very addictive,
just kike any type of drug or alcohol or any-
thing” Morris said. “It really can get a hold
of you. Once you lose, you just got this feel-
ing that you want to get your money back.
The mote you play; the more you keep play-
ing.

Most high scheol students acknowledged
the threat of a possible addiction, and some
said they had friends who might be addict-
ed to gambling, bur all said they could quit
any time.

“I'm not addicted,” Lockard said. “T enjoy
it. Thats the way to put it. Its the thrill. I'm
an adrenaline junky. I can quit whenever I
want, though.” o

Kevin Ewing, Edmond North High
Scheol juniot, had similar thoughes.

“Tknow you can get addicted, buc I enjoy
ir as a hobby, and it's only five bucks,” he
said. Ewing said he has played free online
games but not in any involving betting.

Smith said seudents who gamble are more
likely to become depressed and turn to drugs
ot alcohol to pick themselves back up.

“Playing cards is a game of thrill,” Smith
said. “Tf you gamble enough, you'll win,
and then when you lose, youll keep trying
to win it back”



